
Labour & Marriage Migration

Constraints from 
participating in deaf 

spaces in London:

• Household and familial 
obligations

• Long working hours
• Hypermobility 

internationally
• Negative attitudes
• Fear of COVID

Moving from 
India to England, 

new wives 
experienced shifts 
in self-perception 
captured through 

portraits and 
collages
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Population: 9 million

Number of languages 
spoken: 300 (does not 
include sign languages)

Percentage born 
outside UK: 40%

City Lit College:

‘There are not 
enough courses to 
learn BSL or British 
culture and there is 
a long waiting list to 

join a class.’

We met or interviewed 
deaf migrants from:

Deaf migrants are 
dispersed

across London

Over time they become 
part of the fabric 
of deaf networks 

and spaces 
across the capital

BSL Language learning 
happened

before arrival or after 
arrival, but some did not feel 
the need to learn fluent BSL, 
while others felt not able to 

learn due to barriers (e.g., 
care duties, racism, lack of 

classes).

Translocal connections 
between India and the UK:

• British Indian searching for 
life partner in India

• Using a family member in 
India as online interpreter

• Online emotional support
• Joining English course in 

Indian Sign language while 
in the UK

• Obtaining funds in India for 
a new business in the UK


