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Deaf Mobility Studies as a 
Beacon for the Future of Deaf 

Studies



As Deaf Studies Matures, What does 
the Future  Hold?

• Directions

• Impact

• Challenges

• Thought-Collaborators

• The Future is Now…



Deaf Futures



Deaf Mobility Studies is Crip Theory 
Embodied, Enacted, Envisioned



Deaf Mobility Studies: Showing Us the Way Forward

Deaf People Contain Multitudes

Center the Margins

Beyond Single-Axis Toward Multi-Axis Analytics 

Deaf people as refractions of the ecologies and systems within which we exist

Global approaches and crises

Legacies of Colonialism and Imperialism 

Entanglements with disability, Disability Studies, Crip Theory

Orientations and Embodiments



Thought-Collaborators

Multimodal Approaches to 

Research & Dissemination

21st Century Modes of 

Knowledge Production and 

Sharing

Dismantling Artificial 

Barriers between Researcher 

and Subject(s)

Film as genre showcasing 

signed languages as a site of 

data 

Film as an accessible means 

of disseminating and 

invoking academic discourses

Parlaying Research into 

Service 



Mobile Deaf: A 
Significant Piece of 
the Puzzle in enacting 
Crip Linguistics as a 
framework



Crip Linguistics 
in Deaf Mobility 
Studies: 

Crip Time

Crip Interdependence and Networks

Crip Relationality, Calibration

Crip Technoscience: Critiques and Innovations

Crip Futures

Crip Languaging and Raciolinguistics

Crip Ways of Languaging and Linguistic Capital

Shift from Universalization to Valuing Variation

Research as a site of linguistic care work and linguistic care work as methodology



Mobilizing 
Toward the 
Future: 
Challenges

Uplifting Deaf Scholars including 

Grassroots Scholars

Deploying a Crip Ethos in our 

Research and Networks

Institutions: Growing Deaf Studies as a 

Field and Praxis



Accolades
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